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The Shrimper Owners Association 

Poole Section
April 2010 Newsletter 

Dear Member,
Let me start with an apology.  Not for the first time I was caught out by the ‘Save as’ button when preparing my last flyer and missed an error which had copied over from an old document.  Therefore please note that my old ‘lineone.net’ address has been defunct for some time now and the ‘eclipse.co.uk’ address as shown below is my only e-mail address.
Well, as you will have gathered, I’m still here as Hon. Sec. in spite of my tunnel having surfaced beyond the camp wire.  The Shrimper Meeting at Poole Y.C. on 13th March went ahead as planned and I was astonished by the large turn out of members.  I was also rather humbled by the massive support that I was given by those owners present.  
I believe those who attended the meeting will agree that it was an extremely useful and worthwhile forum.  There were some excellent suggestions put forward and ideas discussed for the future, including more weekday events and functions during the winter season so that we can keep in touch.  On a personal level, I received many offers of help and I feel that the Poole Section of the SOA is now healthier and back on track.  
The Shrimper Start of Season Supper on 26th March at the RMYC went very well with 70 members attending.  The new caterers at the club proved their worth by providing a most delicious 3 course meal.  Incidentally, one of the items discussed at the SOA meeting was whether or not to continue with the supper that we have traditionally held at the start and end of season.  The consensus was that members wished for the suppers to continue.
Racing has now started at Parkstone Y.C. with RMYC to follow on 22nd April and both clubs will still accept entries.  However, at the risk of being boring, can I remind those of you that want to enjoy 2½ days of good racing over the late May Bank Holiday weekend, you need to get your entry in soon for the International Yachtpaints Poole Keelboat Regatta.  This event will include the first Shrimper Southern Area Championships and you could be the first holder of the trophy, which John Tanner has very kindly produced for the event.  Entry forms for the event can be found on the regatta’s website:   www.pooleregatta.co.uk
With the racing season about to go into full swing, the SOA-Poole Technical Committee met in March and has asked me to remind all racing crews that at our last Rules Meeting, the Technical Committee was urged to implement boat scrutiny during the season. It is intended that a number of items specified in the Class Rules will be checked after a few races on a few selected boats.  It will take only minutes.  Failure to comply with the Class Rules would result in a protest to the respective race officer, and then the normal procedures would ensue, with the protest committee deciding any penalty.  So do make sure your boat is legal and avoid any embarrassment. If you have any doubt with regard to conformance contact a member of the Technical Committee who will confer and advise.

I know that many of you use Chris Somner for boat bits and pieces, so you will wish to make a note of his new business premises.  He can now be found at Creekmoor Industrial Estate, 25 Belena Close, Poole BH17 7EB (phone 01202 659810).  In addition to boat repairs, Chris stocks a wide range of kit for small boats, plus he is able to make stays and other wire fittings.  On a similar subject Purbeck Marine Engineering, which many of us use for work on the Yanmar inboard diesel, has left Salterns and moved back to its old premises at Cobbs Quay.  The number is 01202 686592.  
Have you visited the updated S.O.A. website at  www.shrimperowners.org  and if not, then shame on you!  The website is much easier to use than before, but most important it is up to date.  This is as a result of the site being designed for Area Honorary Secretaries to access and maintain their own pages with news and events.  
However, a major feature of the new site is the revamped Shrimper Shop which is now open for business and once again making Shrimper clothing available to members.  The SOA has an all new web based service with a much larger range of clothing, including budget and high quality items.  This development is thanks to David Lack (a Poole Shrimper owner) who has provided a very easy to use shop website through his company, Aspects Corporate Sales Ltd.   So I expect to see crews resplendent in their new Shrimper togs this summer.
Harking back to the SOA website, I know that some of us often put documents in a safe place for later reference, only to forget where it was filed.  The Poole Shrimper Programme is frequently a casualty of this phenomena, although I hope that most of you commit the dates to memory or at least mark up the kitchen diary.  So don’t forget a copy of the programme can be found on the Poole section of the SOA website.
Peter Fontes tells me that he has a couple of Shrimper sails that he wishes to sell.  He has an Osen suit 1½ seasons use for £325, and a Crusader suit 3 seasons use for £375.  If you’re interested give Peter a ring on 01202 723941. 
I started with an apology and here I am finishing with another grovel.  I seem to have arranged our first day-sail on the same day as the AGM at the RMYC.  It would not be so bad, but this is not the first time I have erred in this respect.  Apologies therefore to RM Shrimper owners and in particular Sally, who feels it would be unseemly for the Commodore to attend in jeans and sweatshirt, then run out the door to Piglet as soon as the accounts had been voted through.  Mind you, she would avoid the usual difficult questions.
· Shakedown sail to Studland  -  Saturday 24th April
It’s something of a tradition to start off the sailing season with a short sail over to Studland, for lunch at the Bankes Arms.  It is suggested that 1130hrs through the harbour entrance would give ample time to sail over and drop anchor.  As the sea will still be rather chilly, I’ll forgo wading ashore and take the dinghy.  For the return home, the tide set at the entrance will be flooding back in from 1400hrs.
Yours aye,
Trevor Heritage

(Poole Hon. Sec.)
11 Oval Garden, Stoborough, Wareham, Dorset.  BH20 5HR

(Tel: 01929.554070)  (e-mail – trevandgill@heritage1.eclipse.co.uk)


